
 

 

Class 1 Newsletter 

Spring Term 2020 

Happy New Year, everyone! We hope you all had a lovely Christmas break and that you are ready to 

learn lots more in Class 1 this term. The grown-ups in Class 1 are as follows: Mr Marshall, Miss 

Ducat, Mrs Russell and Mrs Bowmer. We are all really excited about this term and the exciting 

learning we will be doing together. This term, our class topic will be ‘Britain: Then and Now.’ We 

will be considering how a British home has changed over the years, comparing the experiences of 

our grandparents and our parents to our own lives and observing and handling some artefacts along 

the way. As a class, our mission remains to provide enjoyable learning in a fluid environment, 

designed for the children. We want to ensure that all we do in school chimes with the Early Years 

‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’: 

- Playing and exploring: making sure that our learning begins with what we are interested in. 

- Active learning: developing our concentration and persistence skills when we are learning. 

- Critical thinking: investigating, making links in our learning and testing out our ideas. 

 

A big part of our vision is for parents and carers to be as involved in the children’s learning as 

possible. With this in mind, please keep accessing and using your child’s Tapestry account. Tapestry 

is an online learning journey, which enables everyone at home to see the learning we have done 

and to tell us about significant steps forward that the children make at home. If you are new to 

school this term, we will send out further information about how to access and use Tapestry from 

the office.  If you have not yet accessed your parent Tapestry account, please do contact the office 

and they can reset the password and send home instructions on how to set up an account. 

 

Nursery children: this term, we will continue to focus on the three prime areas of the Early Years 

Curriculum: Personal, Social and Emotional Development: we were delighted to see our Nursery 

cohort grow in confidence and maturity during last term, as they settled into school life. This term, 

we will seek to develop the independence of the children, as they learn to access resources, build 

relationships and follow routines, for themselves, without adult support. Communication and 

Language: this term we will build on the children’s confident communication skills and encourage 

them to ask and answer questions, join in with rhymes and stories and listen to their friends and 

adults in the setting. Physical Development: we will continue to explore our outdoors play area and 

look forward to the opportunities it provides for the children to develop physically, through 

climbing, jumping, exploring and risk-taking.   

Britain: Then and Now. 



 

 

Reception children: Having focused on the prime areas of the EYFS last term, we will now move on 

to tackle the specific areas of learning, namely Mathematics, Reading, Writing, Understanding of 

the World and Expressive Arts and Design. These subjects will be taught to the children in a variety 

of formats, including whole-class teaching, small group work and through play.  We will also 

continue to work our way through the ‘Letters and Sounds’ Phonics scheme. Having learned all the 

letter-sounds in Phases 2 and 3 of the scheme, we are now moving onto tackle Phase 4, which 

involves consolidating what the children have already learned, while focusing on reading and 

writing words with adjacent consonants, for example ‘train.’ The children will still have a reading 

book sent home each week: please ensure that they read with you as regularly as possible. To 

supplement our Phonics, we will continue practising our handwriting on a daily basis. Please note 

that our handwriting policy advocates that the children learn to write cursively from the beginning. 

Please ask me if you want to know more. 

 

Year 1 children: Building on our strong start last term, we will continue to work our way through 

the Year 1 curriculum. In our Phonics lessons, we will be learning to apply our Phase 5 skills in 

reading and writing, building up our vocabulary and grammar as we go and preparing for the 

Phonics Screening Check, which will take place throughout the week beginning 8th June this year. 

There will be a Year 1 parents’ meeting about the screening check this half term: please ask Mr 

Marshall for more details. In our Maths this term, we will examine problems involving multiplication 

and division, as well as learning how to measure length, height, weight and capacity and telling the 

time. In our English sessions, we will begin by reading Burglar Bill by Janet and Allan Ahlberg and 

compose a ‘wanted poster’ for Burglar Bill. In the afternoons, we will be learning to use aerial 

photographs to devise maps in Geography, how to identify and name the parts and senses of the 

human body in Science and learning to listen to and understand live and recorded pieces in Music. 

Maths and English homework will be sent home together on a Friday this term, to be returned the 

following Friday please.  

 

Extra information: Class 1 will do P.E. on a Monday afternoon this term. Please keep kits in class 

until half term, unless they are in real need of a wash. Please ensure that all P.E. kit is named, as 

well as all school uniform. Please do keep an eye on Tapestry and on your child’s ‘Marvellous Me’ 

account for updates of any news and the progress your child is making. Please can all members of 

Class 1 continue to bring a complete change of clothes to school each day, in case of accidents or 

school clothes getting wet and messy. Also, if your child is sent home in spare school clothes, please 

ensure these are returned to school as soon as possible. We are still keen to add to our ‘Class 

Family’ wall inside the classroom. If you haven’t already, please could you email a photograph of 

your child to Mrs Charlton at admin.chapel@barlowhaddleseyfederation.co.uk. Finally, a reminder 

that we do have an open door policy so if there is anything you need to discuss with us, we are 

available for five minutes before or after school on most days.  Any concerns requiring longer than a 

quick chat can be discussed by making an appointment with myself via the office. 

 

Mr. Marshall and the Class 1 team. 

  


