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    24th January 2022 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
It has been a busy start to the new year, which has seen some disruptions due to Covid cases. We would 
like to thank you for your continued support during this time.  
There have been a few new faces in school this term; we would like to welcome to Class 1 Jasmine in Year 
one and Freddie, Theo and William into Nursery. 
 
Class 1 bodies 
Class 1 have been learning all about their bodies. They were finding out how 
many bones are in their body and where they all are. They were able to 
replicate the main skeleton by using masking tape over their clothing.  Two 
willing volunteers from Class 3 were the first to demonstrate this for them. 
They also drew around their bodies and labelled their body parts.  They then 
conducted an experiment on their senses with a variety of fruit.  They tried to 
identify what the fruit was by touch alone and then smell and taste. 
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Upcoming Class 1 theme day 
This half term the children in Class 1 are learning about Henry VIII and Queen 
Victoria.  They will be cooking a Victorian recipe and a medieval banquet on 
Monday 14th February.  The children can wear costumes from either of these eras 
for the day. 
 
Library books 
The children have loved using our library recently and have identified that we don’t have many non-fiction 
books.  If anyone has any non-fiction books in good condition that they no longer want, if you would consider 
donating them to school, we would be very grateful. 
 
COULD YOUR PUPILS DESIGN OUR NYES CATERING MASCOT? 
NYES Catering are excited to announce that their fantastic one-off opportunity to design their new mascot is 
NOW LIVE! We want to inspire pupils to get creative and design our new mascot based on what they would 

like to see from a catering mascot. Will they have 
powers, or be food-related, or be a team with a leading 
mascot, or have sibling mascots (one for primary 
schools, one for secondary schools) – the pupils are the 
deciders in this one-off competition! We’ve even 
enlisted the help of a 12-year old who previously 
attended one of our catered primary schools and loves 
superheroes as well as food – so we feel he will be a 
fantastic help in deciding the winner! He will be assisted 
by 2 of our in-house judges.  

 
We are all really looking forward to seeing all of the brilliant designs, and hearing about what the mascot 
designed means to the pupils, and the fun they have creating them. The winner will see their mascot design 
come to life! This includes within our marketing from September 2022 and beyond. How to enter: simply 
email your designed mascot (and its name) to: charlotte.firth@northyorks.gov.uk  
 
Please include your pupil’s name, age, and details of the school they attend. Deadline: 17:00pm on Saturday 
12th February 2022. The winner will be announced on Wednesday 23rd February 2022. Follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter to keep up to date with the latest competition developments! Maximum age to  
enter is 18. 
 
Breakfast club  
Could we please remind families that if you would like your child to have food at breakfast club, we ask that 
they are dropped off no later than 8.20am to give the breakfast club team enough time to prepare the food 
and tidy away. 
 

Outstanding ParentPay debts 
Across the federation, there is an agreed maximum debt per child, 
which is £30.00. This includes any nursery fees, school dinners and out 
of school club payments. Please keep an eye on your child’s account 
and make payment as soon as possible, thank you. 
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Supervision of children 
Could we please remind families that any child brought on site that is not a pupil of our school remains the 
responsibility of the parent at all times. 
 
Drinks in school 
Please could we ask that children bring in a plastic water bottle daily. These can be refilled 
throughout the day at our plumbed-in water station. Please only send in water and not juice etc, 
as this goes against our Healthy School’s policy which can be found on the school website. 
 
Pupil absences  

It is really important that you please make sure you telephone or email the school 
before 9.15am to notify us of any child absence, with a reason for their absence, 
even for Nursery children. Equally, we ask if your child is unwell and you have called 
on the first day of their absence, we also require a call on each subsequent day until 
they are well enough to be back in school. If we don’t receive any communication, 
by phone or email, we start our process of contacting all of the contacts allocated to 
your child and if we still haven’t received any information, the Children Missing in 
Education protocol is triggered. Thank you for your cooperation with this.  Any covid 

absences should be emailed to the covid@wrfed.co.uk email address. 
  
Medicines in school  
If you require your child to have medicine administered during the course of a school day, please complete 
a ‘Parental Request for Medicine in School’ form, available from the School Office and the 
school website. We are not allowed to administer any medicine without this being 
completed fully and signed by a parent/carer and the Headteacher/Head of School. If your 
child requires a course of antibiotics for example, over a period of a few days, please 
ensure that the medicine is handed directly in to the School Office each morning. Whilst 
we can administer Calpol (or similar Paracetamol-based medicines), we are not insured 
to administer any Ibuprofen medication sent in, unless this is prescribed by a doctor. 
 
Car Park reminder 

When parking in the Community Hall car park we ask that all families reverse park into 
the spaces as this gives better visibility when moving around.  Could we also ask that the 
reserved space for Miss Hannah is kept free on the days on the reserved board. 
 
 
 

 
Severe Weather and Emergency Contact 
In the case of the school having to close for severe weather or an emergency, please be assured 
that you will be notified by a text message.  
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Pastoral Support 
 

Free parenting courses 
 
There are free webinars available on ASD, ADHD, dyscalculia, SEN, EHCP and more, for more information 
please visit www.witherslackgroup.co.uk. 
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Good attendance is linked to success in all aspects of life! 

Whole school attendance target is: 97% 

This fortnight whole school attendance was: 85.86% 

Class Percentage 

Class 1 75.63% 

Class 2 88.31% 

Class 3 93.66% 

 
There were 45 children in the 100% club. 

 
How can I support good attendance? 

There is support if you are finding school attendance a problem, if your child is anxious or worried about 
going to school please do ask for help. 

Every child is entitled to additional support from the school to help them engage with learning, as a 
Federation we have a Pastoral team that can support you as a family to achieve this.  Some children may find 
regular support helps to improve school attendance. 

Attendance top tips 

• Figure out the reasons for absence as this can help you understand where your child needs support 

in overcoming barriers to attending school 

• Try to establish a good routine early so that when your child does start school they are in good habits 

such as getting plenty of sleep 

• If appointments are needed for health reasons, try to make them during after school hours or out of 

term time where possible 

• Offer support with homework and take an interest in their learning 

• Attend parents’ evenings to discuss your child’s progress 

• Take trips during school holidays rather than term time 

• Don’t allow your child to stay off school for a minor ailment 

• Ensure your child has a good understanding of why attendance is important 
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Mrs Lindley 
Deputy Headteacher 
 
 
Diary Dates 
 

Thursday 10th February 2022 • Phototronics to take individual and class photos 

Monday 14th February 2022 • Class 1 theme day – dressing up optional 

Friday 18th February 2022 • Non-uniform day – charity to be confirmed 

• Break-up for half term 

Monday 28th February • Back to school 

Friday 8th April 2022 • Break up for Easter 

Monday 25th April 2022 • Training day 

Tuesday 26th April 2022 • Back to school 

Monday 2nd May 2022 • Bank Holiday 

Friday 27th May 2022 • Non-uniform day – charity to be confirmed 

• Break-up for half term 

Monday 6th June 2022 • Back to school 

Friday 22nd July 2022 • Break up for Summer  

 
 


